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No. 33. Wooden Ash-Holder for Cigars, manufactured by Messrs. Matthias and Frost, Burg 

from the design of Mr. E. Jacobsthal, Berlin. 

Foot hollowed out for the reception of ashes. 



Va R I O U S. 



Silver Steel. 

A metallic composition, discovered by E. Hauck and Dr. Jean 
Noe Gogel in Frankfurt is called silver steel from its silver-like 
appearance, and is suitable for a variety of articles. The chief appli- 
cation of this new discovery is the coating given to different ob- 
jects of brass or other cheap metal compositions. This coating 
which is very similar to polished steel or nickel, and tends to pre- 
vent the oxydation of metal objects is said not to get black when 
in contact with sulphur and its combinations, which would render 
it more useful than silver. Hot coals or the flame of a spirit lamp 
do not affect it in any way, neither does it get tarnished by ex- 
halations of animal origin. Articles of this metal are cleaned without 
any cleaning-powder, being only washed over with water and rubbed 
to a polish with leather. The new alloy is therefore to be recom- 
mended for all sorts of household objects, such as tea urns, coffee 
pots, etc., but also for surgical instruments and water-closet ap- 
paratuses. 

'New Stove. 

The Times notices a new invention promising to treble the 
effect of fuel consumed in heating rooms, which owes its reputation 
to the last German Arctic expedition. Captain Koldeway preparing 
to set out for the North Pole made a public appeal to natural 
philosophers for a stove which should suffice for the needs of so 
cold a climate. Of the various patterns submitted to him, the 
one invented by Professor Meidinger, of Carlsruhe, was pronounced 
the best, and having done excellent service on board ship, now 
begins gradually to insinuate itself into German households. Nothing 
can be more simple than the construction of this excellent appa- 
ratus. It is an iron stove, having a double wall, with a space 



about two inches wide between the outer and the inner one. to 
which the air has free access above and below. The cold air being 
always at the bottom, and the warm air ascending, it follows that ' 
all the air in the room is being constantly forced through the 
space between the outer and inner covering of the stove, or, what 
is the same, is being constantly heated. Connected with this is 
another ingenious device. The coal is put in from the top, and 
fills the whole inside of the stove, which is about six feet high, 
more or less. It is then lighted at the top, and kept burning by 
the draught created by valves inserted both into the side walls 
and at the bottom of the stove. The more valves opened the 
greater the heat , so that the temperature of the room can be re- 
gulated to a nicety. At the same time the outer wall, being at a 
distance from the inner one never attains excessive heat, so 
great an objection in ordinary iron stoves. The expense of fuel 
is about a third of that incurred by a porcelain stove as used in 
Germany, and, I should say, one sixth of an English fireplace, ifo 
wonder, then, that elegant specimens of the new invention — not 
half as dear as our porcelain erections — are making their way 
into many a dwelling. 

New Opera House, Paris. 

The ceiling of the New Opera will be made of copper, con- 
sisting of a multitude of plates screwed together, and capable of 
being at any time disjointed. This roofing will be moveable ^ so 
that the height of the theatre may be regulated at pleasure. 
M. Lenepreu, who has been commissioned to paint it has divided 
it into several parts, and the subject chosen is "The hours of the 
day and night". There are hundreds of figures, all larger than 
life, grouped with much skill, and vividly colored. 



